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Who ya gonna call? Light Busters!
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Watch out, teachers: Mow the Light Busters are after y our garbage cans, too.

hore than 30 severthrgraders at F amsworth Middle School signed up last
wieek for the second v ear ofthe Light Busters club.

The Light Busters sign up for shits throughodt the school day to monitor
classrooms. If a light is spotted on inan empty room, the student flips off the
light and leaves a note for the offender.
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Some places — like the hand room, the oy mnasium or administrative offices
— are off limits. Most places, though, are fair game.
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The seventhrgraders last vear issued 88 tickets around the school — and let
50 many for one teacher that he threw the club a pizz a party.

That helped save the st hool more than §2,000 in electricity costs over the
course of one school year

"We actually really did make a really hig diference in the lighting costs," said
Shae Beltran, 13, an eighth-grader who signed up last yvear,

It worked so well last vear that the students will take it up a notch this time
around and add recy cling to their watchdog duties, too. They will scan garbage
cans for anmy recyclable temns, and alert teachers to any infractions.
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SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY

"Light Busters is going green,” teacher and club adviser Jeff Kaire proudhy
announced at the introductory meeting last Thursday after schoal.

Kainz launc hed the program last year as away to remind staff and students
ahout being "hetter steweards of emvironment.”

The program helped train faculty and staff to tum off the lights, and the
infractions dropped considerably as the y ear progressed, alurmni of the
program say.

And it doesnt stop there.

"Wehear alot of parents say, Hey, so-and-s0 is telling us to tum the lights
off.' They're saving their own parents money on their energy bills," Kainz said.

Club mermbers meet monthly to talk about energy use, and they compile data to track changes in light
patterns.

Early thisy ear, the club also toured Orion Energy Sy stems' Manitowoce manufacturing facility to learn about
efiiciency and howthey can help improve the enronment through decreased energy ¢ onsumption.

The Light Busters may not be paying their own electricity bills, but they'te thinking hig picture about the
changes they re making.

"Ewarything y ou hear about it, it's scary when vou read what can happen {othe emdronment),” said Sara
Becker, 13, an eighthrgrader who participated last vear.

Mckerzie Mokner, 13, also an eighthegrade alum, concured: "vou're proud of y ourself for taking five minutes
out of your day to help save $5, and) it's just carng for Mother Mature, because you only have one”
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Herald Times Reporter

Farnsworth Middle School eighth-grader Mokenzie Molner, 13,
trains sesenth-grade students GabhyEissner, 12, and Marcus
Daviz, 13, howto participate in the Light Busters program at the
school. The program has sawed the school distrid thousands of
dollars byhelping the students become aware ofhowto
conserse energy. Photos by Gary C. KleindThe Shehosgan Press
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